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REACH OUT AND READ MARKS SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN FY25,
REACHING A RECORD 4.8 MILLION CHILDREN NATIONWIDE

Nonprofit delivers 9 million books, supports more than 11 million well-child visits, and expands to
6,753 sites, strengthening literacy and healthy early relationships through pediatric care nationwide

BOSTON (Nov. 20, 2025) - National nonprofit Reach Out and Read today announced
significant nationwide growth in FY25, reflecting another year of meaningful expansion across
its network of pediatric health care sites. With 6,753 sites, 40,959 clinicians, and 4.8 million
children served, the organization continues to deepen its reach in communities where early
literacy and healthy early relationships matter most.

During the last fiscal year, Reach Out and Read programs supported a record 11.2 million well-
child visits and provided families with nearly 9 million books, strengthening the
organization’s role in helping clinicians foster early connection and shared reading during
pediatric care. As the only early literacy model endorsed by the American Academy of
Pediatrics, Reach Out and Read equips clinicians with guidance that helps caregivers build
nurturing routines through shared reading and connection, core elements of the
organization’s mission to help every child thrive from the start.

Reach Out and Read’s year-over-year growth demonstrates the continued momentum of its
work. In FY25, the organization served 200,000 more children, delivered 1.27 million
additional books, and supported 2 million more well-child visits, including an expanded
reach to include infants O-5 months. The network also added nearly 2,000 more clinicians
and more than 500 sites, reflecting strong demand for Reach Out and Read'’s evidence-based
model, and the growing recognition of shared reading as a powerful tool for supporting early
childhood health and development.

“Our growth this year reflects something deeper than numbers,” said Dr. Lynette M. Fraga,
CEO of Reach Out and Read. “It reflects millions of small moments when clinicians hand a
child a book, when caregivers pause to read together, and when families feel empowered
during the earliest chapters of their child’s life. These interactions are the heartbeat of healthy
early relationships and learning. They strengthen parent-child connections, nurture resilience,
and help build a strong foundation for a child’s entire life.”


https://reachoutandread.org/

A look at FY25 data shows Reach Out and Read:

Served 4,839,104 children, up from 4.6 million in FY24

Supported 11,212,296 well-child visits, up from 9.2 million

Distributed 8,978,330 books, up from 7.7 million

Operated across 6,753 sites in all 50 states and D.C.

Engaged 40,959 clinicians and 8,080 site coordinators and support staff
Reached a population in which over 60 percent of children served are Black,
Indigenous, or People of Color

e Served families of whom 67 percent are under-resourced

Reach Out and Read’s expanding footprint reflects the organization’s commitment to
advancing equity through pediatric care. With a majority of children served identifying as
Black, Indigenous, or People of Color and two-thirds coming from under-resourced families,
the program plays a critical role in connecting caregivers with evidence-based, relationship-
centered support during well-child visits. These early interactions help close opportunity gaps
by fostering language development, building connection, and empowering parents during
some of the most formative years of a child’s life.

“Families want to feel seen, supported, and encouraged — especially those navigating
systemic barriers,” Dr. Fraga said. “When clinicians take the time to model shared reading and
offer guidance, caregivers gain confidence and children feel connected. This work deepens
relationships, strengthens communities, and shapes brighter futures for children all across the
country.”

To learn more about Reach Out and Read, visit ReachOutandRead.org.
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About Reach Out and Read: As a 501(c)3 nonprofit, Reach Out and Read leverages the near-
universal reach of the pediatric well-child visit to support caregivers in fostering healthy
relationships with their young children through shared reading. In FY25, Reach Out and Read
served more than 4.8 million children and provided 9 million free books across 11.2 million
well-child visits. Around 70 percent of the children Reach Out and Read serves are from low-
income families. The only national pediatric literacy model endorsed by the American
Academy of Pediatrics, Reach Out and Read serves children in every state across the U.S.


https://reachoutandread.org/?hsa_acc=6060955018&hsa_cam=13175823834&hsa_grp=122934657575&hsa_ad=632537864069&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-2346017655837&hsa_kw=reach%20out%20and%20read&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=13175823834&gbraid=0AAAAAD_Akfut2-cDurT-yoVZ3PksGfAnn&gclid=Cj0KCQjw9JLHBhC-ARIsAK4PhcpzPR9dLNgVA7bgyiIyXQ-mYfjl5-ebUy1lBQeAezzHI3yuDRp8wQEaAlPtEALw_wcB&utm_source=google_cpc&utm_medium=ad_grant&utm_campaign=cbc_ggrant_branded&utm_term=reach%20out%20and%20read&utm_campaign=Branded+TCPA&utm_medium=ppc

